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Fourthly: You are to remember and apply, that the poorest
person is not excused from doing good to others, and even
relieving the wants of his distressed neighbour, according to
his abilities; and if you perform your duty in this point, you
far outdo the greatest liberalities of the rich, and will accord-
ingly be accepted of by God, and get your reward : For it is
our Saviour's own doctrine, when the widow gave her two
mites. The rich give out of their abundance; that is to say,
what they give, they do not feel it in their way of living:
But the poor man, who giveth out of his little stock, must
spare it from the necessary food and raiment of himself and
his family. And, therefore, our Saviour adds, "That the
widow gave more than all who went before her; for she gave
all she had, even all her living j" and so went home utterly
unprovided to supply her necessities.

Lastly: As it appeareth from what hath been said, that
you in the lower rank have, in reality, a greater share of
happiness, your work of salvation is easier, by your being
liable to fewer temptations ; and as your reward in Heaven
is much more certain than it is to the rich, if you seriously
perform your duty, for yours is the Kingdom of Heaven; so
your neglect of it will be less excusable, will meet with fewer
allowances from God, and will be punished with double
stripes : For the most unknowing among you cannot plead
ignorance of what you have been so early taught, I hope, so
often instructed in, and which is so easy to be understood,
I mean the art of leading a life agreeable to the plain and
positive laws of God. Perhaps you may think you lie under
one disadvantage, which the great and rich have not; that
idleness will certainly reduce you to beggary ; whereas those
who abound in wealth lie under no necessity either of labour
or temperance to keep enough to live on. But this is indeed
one part of your happiness, that the lowness of your con-
dition, in a manner, forceth you to what is pleasing to God,
and necessary for your daily support. Thus your duty and
interest are always the same.

To conclude: Since our blessed Lord, instead of a rich
and honourable station in this world, was pleased to choose
his lot among men of the lower condition ; let not those, on
whom the bounty of Providence hath bestowed wealth and
honours, despise the men who are placed in a humble and
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